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Dear Mr. Kedlord, 
[ realize that our conflicting time schedules ha 


us to get together and talk about our various po 


ION CO. 


Mareh 2, 1971 


(๐ made it impossible for 


nts of view on the ruture 


of Provo Canyon. So in hopes that 1 can show yot we are not very far 


apart, L'm attempting to put on paper all that oft Heber Valley group 


has tried to convey over the past long, long mon 


First of all, bear in mind that the loss of the 


a Serious economic blow to Heber Valley, both as 


business service standpoint, plus the fact that if we were 


attract industry to our valley to bolster us, th 


ant asset for future development potential. If 


with the fact that we also felt the highway on al.l sides of 


Reservoir was a 


it would be a duplication of existing highway f 


final us Feel 


eliminated. And a factor, wany of 
omie tuture will be dependent on preserving, as 
recreation and environmental potential that Prov 


Reservoir and Heber Valley has to offer, in a te 


Realizing that as a potential political force, 

as much of a chance as a snowball in hell to ge 
State, we decided that we not only had to fight 
access highway, but that we had to do it on a p 
alternative solution, and use economic potentia 


to devclop statewide support for our plan. 


hs. 


‘ailroad as an entity was 
a tax source and from a 
ever able to 


railroad was an import- 


ou combine this thought 


Deer Creek 


disaster, from recreational and ccological standpoints, and 


tilitios that could not be 
that our Jong term econ- 


as possible, all the 


p h 
Canyon and Deer Creck 


tal concept. 


this point across to our 


the four Lane Limited 


sitive basis, with an 


as well as preservation 
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ur tiny community had about 


RT ~ 


With this thought, it was most fortunate that th railroad group came Lo us 
with their proposal that the Line be used as a s¢enic steam railroad, which 
became our identifiable อ อ อ ท เท ท ไอ justification we needed so desperately to 

give the public some visible entity Lo identify with our overall long 

term goals, 
| 

The results of our first efforts were that on september 22, 1970 the State 
Road Commission gave the Heber Creeper an opporttnily to enter into an agree- 


ment to purchase a certain section of right of way in Provo Canyon, 


We recognized the inherent problems with privat enterprise purchasing, this 
valuable line around Deer Greek and down Provo Ganyon, and therefore, in 

conjunction with the State Parks and Recreation |Commission, the Utah Travel 
Council, various State Officials, and ๒ 0 0000 members ๐16๑ เต โต ๐๓ the best 
possible use for the land tn question was under ownership of the State 


Park Commission. 


At this late date, the Highway Commission has ale come forth with their 
contentions, (a copy of which is enclosed), อ ท ด | อ์ which is that perhaps 
our concept is unconstitutional. Lt is extremely difficult for me to be- 


lieve that the Utah State Department of Highway has the power to question 


the constitutional rights of the Utah Legislature. If it is against the 
State Constitution for our Utah Legislature to finstruct our Road Department 
how they are going to build a road, then we have placed ourselves into a 


pretty narrow box. 


In essence, our lobby efforts are trying to convince the legislature to 


instruct the Highway Department that they can build a new raod in Provo 


Canyon now, but should attempt to utilize, as n 
highway right of way and structures, and shouls 
the recreation, ccological or economic teatures 
full compliance with the Federal regulations. 


Department cannot build a 4 lance limited acces 


uch as possible, the existing 
avoid destroying or imparing 
of that canyon, and with 
TE that means the Highway 


highway at this time, then 


so be it. Do the best it can within those gui 
recreation and ecological features, the State 
involved that was purchased from the D. R. G. 


our legislature has that constitutional right: 


e Lines. To protect those 
ark should own the land 
. Railroad Company. Surely 


to give an order to state 
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ecological and environmental concepts as in your effowt in Provo Canyon. 
But when you can fight for heritage, ecology, environment and economics 
all at the same time, it becomes more than just a battle, it becomes a 


way of life, and as such, a cause we cannot afford tojjlose, 


And that, Mr. Redford, is Heber Valley's case as briefly as I can state 
it. Please forgive the length, but if you understandllus, perhaps when 
we meet again, we can overcome any obstacles that arejin our way for a 


common cause. 


Sincerely, 


ee in a 
| Hip 
of flee 
/ Lowe Ashton 
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